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The appearance in 1979 of the second volume of Literatur der DDR, Einzeldarstellungen (the first was published in
1972)
immediately invites a comparison of the two volumes. Both contain essays on some thirty GDR writers which are of solid informational value, especially for those authors not familiar to Western readers. Also, both present useful, extensive bibliographies of primary and secondary literature for each author treated, with an emphasis on GDR sources, including articles in the daily press. Geerdts' introduction to the earlier volume characterizes it as a representative selection of older and younger authors who write in various genres. However, the group chosen for the later volume is comprised of writers who are judged to have been important in forming socialist literary tradition (born between 188 1 * and 1931). This method of selection-though informative about several less well-known authors-makes it possible to avoid dealing with certain "uncomfortable" writers, some of whom are younger and more notorious than those included, and who may have gone recently to the West even though they came to maturity and published in the GDR.
Therefore, this volume can be best described as the GDR's presentation of its older generation of writers (such as Bredel, Renn, Weiskopf, Zweig) which continues to stress the progression from proletarian-revolutionary literature of the Weimar Republic, to anti-fascist exile literature, and to socialist realism in the GDR.
However, although many GDR authors who are among the most well-knovn in the West are omitted, this is not to say that the volume does not contain a variety of authors or that certain perspectives towards literature and cultural politics have not shifted somewhat since 1972.
Setting the tone for the individual essays, the 1979 introduction places more emphasis on the diversity of literary expression to be found in the GDR, mentions the increasing portrayal of social conflicts and criticizes authors writing in the 1950's for their heavyhanded didacticism. However, the introduction and most of the essays are still grounded in the evaluative schema of traditional socialist realism,judging works according to their manifestations of das Typische, objective Gesetzmäßigkeiten and Vorbildsgestalten. Consequently, the volume as a whole glosses over the literary representation of conflicts between individuals and society or radical expressions of subjectivity and has a generally negative attitude towards modernistic literary techniques. Typical for this is the essay on Heiner Müller, in which Gunnar Müller-Waldeck attempts at all costs to point out the affirmative moments in Müller's earlier plays while criticizing him in an undifferentiated manner for replacing "objectivity" with "subjective visions" to the detriment of "realism" in his later works. As in 1972, then, the general tendency of this volume is to employ a method of interpretation which stresses the homogeneity of GDR literature, though allowing for a somewhat greater variety of content.
